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Abstract: The new curriculum of 2013 proposed by the Indonesia Ministry of Education has become a huge 
discussion throughout the country. It raises pros and cons toward this new curriculum with their rationales. 
Therefore the researcher tries to find out the truth by doing a survey research. A new implemented curriculum 
always needs to evaluate for the sake of its development and improvement. This research aims to confirm 
whether or not the English language coursebook of seventh grade of junior high school entitled “When English 
Rings the Bell” is effective. This research is conducted in 29 junior high schools (SMP) that are applying the 
new curriculum of 2013 in DIY. This survey research hands out a set of questionnaire to 20 English teachers 
from 10 different SMPs. To get the data triangulation, the researcher conduct interviews to the teachers in 
schools representing each district in DIY. After getting the data, this research is continued to confirm the 
effectiveness of the coursebook. The result shows that one criterion - the aim of coursebook- out of 6 criteria of 
effective English teaching material is agreed to be effective with absolute agreement by the respondents. The 
approach, design and organization, and topic of the coursebook are also evaluated to be effective. Two other 
criterion, language content and skill in the coursebook, are confirmed as ineffective based on the survey result. 
This coursebook evaluation research deals with reviews on the criteria of effective coursebook, material 
evaluation, and Indonesia national curriculum of 2013. The result of this evaluation research will definitely be 
beneficial for learners, teachers, materials developers, and especially for the policy maker, in this case is the 
Indonesia Ministry of Education. 
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Introduction
The new curriculum of Indonesia’s National Education was first implemented in 2013 throughout 
Indonesia. However, only selected schools first implemented the 2013 curriculum. The first implementation of 
the curriculum was colored with dynamic discussion toward the policy in the 2013 curriculum throughout the 
nation. Every product of education for instance policy curriculum, and material must be evaluated for the sake of 
development and improvement. In 2013, the English coursebook written by Indonesia’s Ministry of Education 
was first implemented only to the selected schools throughout Indonesia. The selected schools seem to be the 
upper ranked schools in each district in Indonesia. 
The researcher sees that it is necessary to evaluate courebook since coursebook is important resources 
for (1) presenting language components, (2) activities, (3) stimulating ideas, (4) self-directed learning, and in 
some contexts, (5) used as a syllabus and a support for less experienced teachers (Cunningsworth, 1995). 
Agreeing to Cunningsworth (1995), Tomlinson states that coursebook evaluation is a crucial process that can 
have a direct effect on the teaching procedure. Coursebook evaluation can be carried out to help a publisher or an 
institution to make decisions, to help ourselves in developing and selecting coursebook, to find out if the book 
being used meets the needs of the students and to try carry out a research project (2003). Without having good 
materials to teach, the program will not run very well. Therefore, the writer sees evaluating material is absolutely 
important and useful for teachers, stakeholders and the program.
Empirical evaluation of teaching materials can be found in accounts of trialling of new materials 
(Bernard and Randall, 1995). In this case, the evaluation of teaching materials is taken when there is a new 
material used in the teaching and learning process. Hence, the main purpose of the teaching materials evaluation 
is to determine whether the materials are suitable for the teaching and learning process. Another case is when the 
teaching materials are evaluated to find out whether it is worthwhile using the materials again. In such case, the 
evaluation is taken when teachers, experts and practitioners plan to evaluate the existing materials. Since it has 
been explained above that in Indonesia there is a new teaching material for the new curriculum of 2013, this 
evaluation research aims to determine whether the new materials is effective or ineffective towards the teaching 
and learning process. The materials being evaluated entitle When English Rings the Bell.
This evaluation research on English coursebook of 7th grade of junior high school is absolutely 
beneficial for material developers (in this case the authority), teachers, learners, and stakeholders. For materials 
developers, this research evaluation is beneficial as reference in developing the coursebook to design better and 
more effective coursebook. The material developer in this case the authority may refer to what has been 
discussed in this evaluation research. For teachers, this research evaluation will give detailed explanation on how 
effective or ineffective the tasks in coursebook are. Consequently, teachers may respond towards the findings. 
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Then teachers can take any anticipated action to take a positive response to do in relation to the findings. This 
research will also be beneficial for stakeholders since they can use this evaluation research of the English 
coursebook of 7th grade of junior high school as the reference in developing the whole English program in junior 
high school. Besides, this particular evaluation research will be valuable for other evaluators especially program 
evaluators to help them in evaluating English program for junior high school.
Methods
The major problem to be solved in this research is focused on seeking whether the examined 
coursebook is effective according to the selected criteria that have been explained in the previous chapter of this 
thesis and figuring out the strengths and weaknesses of the examined coursebook used by seventh grade of junior 
high school in Indonesia. Therefore, literature review served as the basic theory was conducted to support the 
analysis later. In this step, the researcher reviewed books, articles, and journals related coursebook and materials 
evaluation.
Regarding to the aim of the study which is to evaluate the effectiveness of the coursebook and seeking 
the strength and weaknesses of the book in a way to be part of program development, the research method 
employed in this study was executed under the evaluation research (Neuman 2006). This research is under the 
umbrella of applied research that enables the researcher to evaluate a program in this case is to evaluate a 
coursebook. It is adopted in this research since it embraces a set of process in evaluating the quality of the 
coursebook. Evaluation research study is applied research designed to find out whether a new program, policy, 
coursebook, a new way of doing something and so forth, is effective. 
The research employs a survey research to get the empirical truth from the respondents using 
questionnaire consisting evaluative questions based on the effective materials by Tomlinson and Nunan. The 
questionnaires are handed out to 10 schools in DIY. Each school has 2 respondents. So, there are 20 respondents 
participating in this survey research. Below is the criteria that the researcher has adapted to be used in the 
evaluating the coursebook. The researcher is adapting the evaluation question from Cunningsworth that proposes 
53 questions six different category. 
No Criteria
1 Aims
2 Approach
3 Design and Organization
4 Language Content
5 Skill
6 Topic
Table 1. criteria of book evaluation
There are sIX criteria adopted from some different expert as explained in chapter II. Each criterion will 
be measured using the evaluative question adapted from Cunningsworth (1995) and will be transferred into 
statement using Likert Scale. The value of each criterion above is the mean of total value for each criterion that 
is interpreted in statements in the questionnaire. A criterion is considered as effective if the value is more than 0 
(zero). And a criterion is considered ineffective if the value is less than 0 (zero) or minus. 
Findings and Discussion
The explanation of the research result will be based on the table number 1 below. The researcher has 
decided six criteria to judge whether the coursebook is effective. The criteria were obtained by adapting some 
theories that has been discussed in chapter II.  As it is explained in chapter III, the criteria are measured by 
several evaluative question adapted from Cunningsworth (1995). Then the Evaluative questions are translated 
into statements using Likert Scale. Therefore the below result for each criterion is gained from the Mean of the 
statements. For the detailed explanation is presented in the next section of this chapter. 
No Criteria Value Effective / Ineffective
1 Aims 0.7794115 Effective
2 Approach 0.193277311 Effective
3 Design and Organization 0.069381599 Effective
4 Language Content -0.579831933 Ineffective
5 Skill -0.117647 Ineffective
Table. 2. The research result
378
st
The 61  TEFLIN International Conference, UNS Solo 2014 
As it is seen in the table, there are four criteria that are considered as effective ones. They are the aims, 
approach, design and organization, and the topic of the coursebook. The effectiveness of each criterion is varied. 
The highest number of the effectiveness is the aims. It is 0.7794115. It means that respondents do not see any 
issue regarding the aim of the coursebook. The second highest value of the effectiveness is the topic. 
Respondents also see that the topic in the coursebook is quite effective. The survey results the effectiveness of 
the topic at 0.45751634. The next effective criterion goes to the approach of the coursebook. Respondents rate 
the effectiveness of the approach at 0.193277311. The design and organization get 0.069381599 for its 
effectiveness. This number is a low number. An explanation is needed to find out how design and organization 
get the low value for its effectiveness. Therefore in the next section of this chapter, the researcher is explaining 
the findings in detailed.
Interestingly, respondents rate only two criteria as ineffective. They are the language content and the 
skills in coursebook. Respondents consider that the language content of the book is not enough. It is seen from 
the value of the language content of the coursebook. The effectiveness of the language content in the coursebook 
is very low. It is -0.579831933. To find out how this number appears as the value of the effectiveness of 
language content, the researcher is explaining it in the next section of this chapter. The next ineffective criterion 
based on the survey result goes to the language skill exercised in the coursebook. Respondents assess that the 
coursebook doesn’t cover all skills. That is why the coursebook is ineffective in term of skill. Respondents 
evaluate it at -0.117647.
A more detailed explanation for each criterion is explained below. The explanation will be based on the 
statements in the questionnaire. 
It is seen in table 3 that the value for each statement has positive number and the value almost reaches 
1. It means that almost all respondents agree on the statements. But take a look carefully at the last statement, the 
value shows less than 0.5. It can be interpreted that the aims of the coursebook somehow doesn’t really 
correspond closely with the needs of learner. It can be interpreted that some parts of the coursebook do not fulfill 
what the learner needs. 
No Statement Value Average
1 The aims of the coursebook correspond closely with the aim of 
curriculum.
17 1
2 The aims of the coursebook correspond closely with the core 
competence.
14 0.823529
3 The aims of the coursebook correspond closely with the aims of 
teaching program.
14 0.823529
4 The aims of the coursebook correspond closely with the needs of 
learner.
8 0.470588
Table 3.Aims of coursebook
An interesting finding goes to the next criterion. It is the approach of the coursebook. Although the 
average of this criterion shows  0.193277311 which means effective. The value is pretty weak since it is closer to 
negative. This won’t be surprising if a deeper analysis applied. It is seen in the table that there are two statements 
which shows negative number. It means that respondents see the coursebook is ineffective in term that 
coursebook covers most all student needs and is a good learning resource for students.
No Statement Value Average
1 The coursebook is suited to the learning situation. 6 0.352941
2 The coursebook is suited to the teaching situation. 7 0.411765
3 The coursebook covers most of all student needs. -8 -0.470588
4 The courebook is a good learning resource for students. -1 -0.058824
5 The coursebook is a good learning resource for teachers. 2 0.117647
6 The coursebook is flexible so it allows various teaching styles. 9 0.529412
7 The coursebook is flexible so it allows the learning styles. 8 0.470588
Table 4. Approach of the coursebook
A more varied result happens in the next criterion, the design and organization of the coursebook. 
Based on the result, it shows that the coursebook doesn’t support media such as CD, workbook and manual. 
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However, the coursbook only support the manual. There is no adequate recycling, no adequate review, no 
grammar reference, and does not promote individual study.
No Statemen Value Average
1 The book support media such as CD, workbook, and teacher’s manual. -1 -0.058824
2 The organization of the book is right for the teacher. (for example the 
organization is based on the structure order, topic based order, or difficulty 
based order)
1 0.058824
3 The organization of the book is right for the learner. (for example the 
organization is based on the structure order, topic based order, or difficulty 
based order)
1 0.058824
4 The content is well sequenced on the basis of complexity. 5 0.294118
5 The content is well sequenced on the basis of learnability. 8 0.470588
6 The content is well sequenced on the basis of usefulness. 7 0.411765
7 There is adequate recycling. (Example of recycling is an expression such as 
refusal “I am sorry, I am afraid I can’t” is presented in unit 1 and it is 
repeated in unit 3, 6 and 8. 
-3 -0.333333
8 There is adequate review. (For example there is always review after finishing 
3 units)
-1 -0.058824
9 There is reference section of grammar in the book. -14 -0.823529
10 The materials promote individual study. -2 -0.117647
11 It is easy for learners to find their way around the coursebook. 4 0.235294
12 It is easy for teacher to find his/her way around. 4 0.235294
13 The book has good layout. 9 0.529412
Table 5.Design and organization of the courseook
It is really concerning when the result of the next criterion is shown. It is since none of the statement 
has positive value. It means that respondents see that in term of language content, the coursebook is ineffective. 
The coursebook doesn’t cover main grammar item. The material of vocabulary teaching is not adequate in terms 
of quantity. The coursebook doesn’t include the material for pronunciation. Evenmore if some respondents still 
agree on it, the material for pronunciation doesn’t include individual sound, word stress and intonation.
No Statement Value Average
1 The coursebook covers the main grammar item. -12 -0.705882
2 Material for vocabulary teaching is adequate in terms of quantity. -5 -0.294118
3 Material for vocabulary teaching is adequate in terms of range of 
vocabulary.
-3 -0.176471
4 The coursebook includes the material for pronunciation work. -12 -0.705882
5 The material for pronunciation work covers individual sounds. -14 -0.823529
6 The material for pronunciation work covers word stress. -12 -0.705882
7 The material for pronunciation work covers intonation. -11 -0.647059
Table 6. Language content of the coursebook
The next criterion is also pretty concerning since none of the statements is effective. It can be seen 
clearly from the table below. The coursebook doesn’t cover reading skill and listening skill. Yet the coursebook 
still covers the writing skill and speaking skill.
No Statement Value Average
1 The coursebook covers the reading skill. -13 -0.764706
2 The coursebook covers the writing skill. 9 0.529412
3 The coursebook covers the listening skill. -14 -0.823529
4 The coursebook covers the speaking skill. 10 0.588235
Table 7. Skill of the coursebook
380
st
The 61  TEFLIN International Conference, UNS Solo 2014 
Conclusion
The result of the study is clearly and empirically shown that the coursebook entitled When English 
Rings the Bells does not support the students learning effectively in the class. The researcher has made note of 
things need to be revised and improve. First, the material developer still has to consider and include grammar 
item and grammar reference in the coursebook even the book is aimed to fit the objective of the curriculum. 
However, students still need grammar references be put in the book to help them study independently. Second, 
material developers must put the listening skill in it. There also should be a clear instruction for each task. As the 
consequence, teachers must provide supplementary materials for the students. 
The most significant criteria of the coursebook which is finally found as very poor for the students 
learning process is the absence of sufficient input in form of reading input and listening input. This is the most 
important aspect of teaching and learning English. 
Therefore this study strongly suggests to the government to review and revised this coursebook for the 
sake of students competency and education quality itself.
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